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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINS, ELAB, IS 

SUB J : SITUATION REPORT ON EL AL STRIKE 
REF: TEL AVIV 6695 

1. HISTADRUT OFFICIALS ARE PRIVATELY HOPEFUL THAT EL AL 
STRIKERS WILL RETURN TO WORK BEFORE WEEKEND DESPITE 
CONTINUING PRESS REPORTS THAT NEGOTIATION REMAINS AT A 
STAND-OFF. PRINCIPAL QUESTION REMAINING , THESE OFFICIALS 
TELL US, IS DEMAND BY STRIKERS FOR ASSURANCES THAT THEY 
WILL NOT BE SUBJECT TO CRIMINAL OR CIVIL CHARGES AS 
RESULT OF STRIKE. HISTADRUT AND MANAGEMENT CONTINUE TO 
INSIST THAT NO SUCH ASSURANCES CAN BE GIVEN IN ADVANCE 
OF RETURN TO WORK. UNLESS STRIKERS PROMISE TO SUPPORT 
FORMATION OF CENTRAL NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE FOR ALL EL AL 
EMPLOYEES IN PREPARATION FOR NEXT WAGE NEGOTIATING 
ROUND. THUS DIFFERENCES ARE NOW CONSIDERABLY NARROWED 
AND STRIKERS HOPEFULLY WILL RESUME WORK UPON RECEIVING 
UNOFFICIAL ASSURANCES THAT THEIR GRIEVANCES "WILL BE EXAMINED". 

2. IN MEANTIME, PROFITING FROM GROWING PUBLIC CRITICISM OF 

EL AL STRIKERS WHICH HISTADRUT LEADERSHIP WIDELY SHARES, GOI 
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CUT OR END SALARY PAYMENTS WHENEVER EMPLOYEES RESORT TO 
UNAUTHORIZED WORK SLOWDOWNS OR STOPPAGES. ALTHOUGH 
HISTADRUT REMAINS OFFICIALLY OPPOSED TO THIS NEW LAW. UNION 
OFFICIALS SPECULATE THAT MESHEL WILL NOT SERIOUSLY OPPOSE 
PASSAGE. ORIGINALLY, LABOR MINISTRY HAD FEARED CONSIDERABLE 
RESISTANCE TO NEW LAW. BUT ITS OFFICIALS ARE NOW OPTIMISTIC 
ABOUT PASSAGE. 
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